
Midlands Counties Print and Projected Images Championships 25th April 2015 

 

The day started at 9.30 am when Mary Kirkby and I delivered our print portfolio to 

Braunstone Town Civic Centre for the MCPF Championships 2015. We were hopeful of 

retaining our Small Club Championship for Prints which we won in 2014. 

 

The proceedings started with the Projected Images and the first round consisted of 

25 clubs presenting 15 images each, made up of at least 5 Colour, 5 Monochrome and no 

more than 3 Nature pictures. It was clear from the start that the marking was going to 

be tough with nature and rugby pictures scoring better than most. Sadly we did not 

select any for our entry and so we seemed to struggle a little and ended in 18th place 

overall with a total of 158 points. I was somewhat comforted when I found that we had 

outscored the other 5 small clubs to be the best small club in PDIs. 

 

There were 4 images which were each awarded 11 points; ‘Martyn’ by John Harding, 

‘The Divorce Papers’ by Andrew Leask, ‘Through The Glass Darkly’ also by Andrew Leask 

and ‘Wood Sprites’ by Doug Watson. Awarded 12 points there were; ‘In Remembrance’ 

by John Harding, ‘Yunnan Drummer’ by Dick Prior and ‘Peacock Dance’ also by Dick Prior. 

We had won the Small Club award but had missed out on 2nd round qualification by 17 

points. 

 

I felt that our Print portfolio was much stronger than our projected images but it also 

became clear that so were the entries from most of the other clubs. However, as our 

prints went through it was clear that we were going to do well and we were on target to 

match our last year’s mark of 171. When Ian Bailey, who was keeping the scores, gave 

me the thumbs up, I assumed that the Small Club Award was ours. It came as a shock 

to discover that we had tied for 7th place with Wolverhampton who are three times the 

size of SPG. 
 

With 11 points: 

East German Passenger by Malcolm Ranieri FRPS MPAGB 

Wood Nymphs by Doug Watson LRPS 

With 12 points: 

A Boy And His Snake by Dick Prior ARPS BPE5* AFIAP 

Spirit of the Peacock Dance by Dick Prior ARPS BPE5* AFIAP 

Victorian Street Scene by John Harding LRPS BPE3* EFIAP/b 

Keep Away by John Harding LRPS BPE3* EFIAP/b 

In Remembrance by John Harding LRPS BPE3* EFIAP/b 

With 13 points: 

Lioness with Playful Cubs by Mary Kirkby 

Cheetah Cubs Feeding by Mary Kirkby 

Steam In The North Yorkshire Moors by Malcolm Ranieri FRPS MPAGB 

 



With 14 points: 

Yunnan Drummer by Dick Prior ARPS BPE5* AFIAP 

Sparring Wildebeest by Mary Kirkby 

 

The last 2 prints were retained for the PAGB Inter Federation Cup.  

 

In a state of shock, Mary and I had to retire to a side room to select 10 prints for 

round 2. For this we could use 5 images from the 1st round, 4 Mono prints, no more than 

2 Nature and no more than 2 pictures from any one author.  This was not an easy job as 

we had used virtually all our favourites in round 1. As it turned out we were not able to 

improve our position and missed out on 7th place by one point. 

 

It needs to be pointed out that although all the images were from nine members; 

Malcolm Ranieri, John Harding, Andrew Leask, David P Howard, Phil Welch, Doug 

Watson, Mary Kirkby Cliff Armstrong and Dick Prior, their images were selected from 

a very large submission from many more members and were selected by club members 

at a Tuesday evening meeting. Thanks to everyone who submitted images, whether used 

or held as reserves, and to all who participated in selecting the entries. A truly club 

effort.  

 

This is my proudest day as a member of SPG! 

 

Dick Prior 

 

 

 


