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Introduction

What's on in April/May?
Spring is here and the sun has been seen on occasions. Is there any better time to get out with your
camera and take photographs?

The group programme is pretty exciting during this time of the year with the following meetings:

15th April  Panel competition. 3 prints no dpi's

22nd April  Recorded lecture

6th May  Interclub v's Jaguar and Daventry (away at Daventry)

13th May  Malcolm's Treasure Hunt (see last issue for details)

20th May  Interclub v's Sphinx PS and Coventry (home)

27th May  Annual Cups. Probably the most exciting event of the year. Be ready for a long evening.

We were absolutely delighted with the very positive feedback we received from the first edition of the
newsletter and we sincerely hope that we can keep our "customers" just as happy with subsequent
editions.
If you would like to contribute to the newsletter or would like to see particular items covered, please let a
Committee member know and we will see what we can do.

Photograph kindly contributed by Jenny Wren
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Dick has been running a weekday course in Photoshop for a number of months. For members who

cannot make these meetings the lessons will, over time, be repeated in the newsletter.

Why work on layers at all?

• They do not destroy your original photo

. You are working on top of or on copies of that photo

• You will have more control

• You can use blending modes to change the way layers interact

• You can change the opacity of any effects

• You will have or can add layer masks so that you can work selectively on your photo with any

adjustments you make.

A new Layer

If you want to add something to a picture or change something then using a new layer is a good way of
doing it.

For example, if we want to put a border around an image. Firstly open the image then go to Layer – New

– Layer. This will open a transparent layer.

To make a border go to Select – All (or CtrlA) and marching ants will appear around your new layer. Go

to Edit – Stroke (Outline) Selection and set the width to 20 px (the amount will depend on the size of the

image) click on ‘Outside’. The colour will show in the ‘Color’ box and can be changed by clicking in

the box and selecting the colour you want. With some versions of Photoshop you can also add a layer

style such as a Drop Shadow or Emboss.
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Adjustment Layers

Using the black and white circle in the layers palette or going under LAYER – NEW ADJUSTMENT

LAYER – and then whichever adjustment you want: This will create a transparent layer where you can

make direct changes to your photograph without affecting your original in any way. This is how you

should edit every image. Any levels, curves, hue/saturation layer, channel mixer layer, etc (not all of

these are available in all versions of photoshop) that you do, should use an adjustment layer. Why? The

way adjustment layers work is you make the changes on a transparent layer. They change the appearance

of pixels underneath without actually touching or destroying anything. So they are NON

DESTRUCTIVE. Another BIG reason to use adjustment layers is that you can go back and edit these

layers even after you are onto new layers, by double clicking the adjustment layer icon of any layer. You

can stack these layers and they accumulate. They do not cover each other up. They work together. And

most importantly, they have layer masks. Layer masks allow you to selectively effect a photo.

Duplicate Layers

(CTRL or CMD and “J”) or under LAYER – DUPLICATE LAYER: This will create a duplicate copy of

whatever layer you are on. If you are on an adjustment layer, it will copy that layer and double the effect.

If you are on the “Background” layer, it will copy that layer. Think of duplicate layers like a photocopy.

These can be useful in certain situations. When you duplicate a pixel layer (such as the background),

remember than it will cover up anything under it, unless certain blending modes are used. As a result, I

use these sparingly. Duplicate layers are most useful when I run a defog (which clarifies the photo), for

sharpening, for working on skin such as wrinkles or acne, or when using the clone tool. Many of these

adjustments (but not all) can be done on a New Layer versus Duplicate. If they can be done on a New

Layer, that is preferable. For a tool like the patch tool, you will need the pixels there and will need a

Duplicate Layer.
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Popping Colour with Photoshop Elements 8

This technique will work with most versions of photoshop Elements from

3 onwards and also all full versions of Photoshop from 7 to CS5.

• File and Open picture you want to work on

• Go to Layer – New Adjustment Layer – Hue/Saturation – OK

• Desaturate the image by taking the Saturation Slider all the way to

the left (100%)

• Make sure the white mask is selected by clicking on the mask in the

Layers Palette. If you cannot see the layers palette at the bottom right

then go to Windows and click on ‘Layers’ so that it is checked

• Select the Brush Tool from the tool bar on the left (or hit B on the

keyboard) From the brush selection box (top left) select a large soft

brush around 300 px

• Select Black as your foreground colour (hit D then X). Paint on the

areas you want to ‘Pop’ taking care at the edges

• To finish off select a smaller hard edged brush to go around the edges

• If you go too far then swap the foreground colour to white (hit X) and paint out the unwanted colour

• When you have finished flatten the image (Layer – Flatten Image) and save with an appropriate title

(different from the start image).
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The Rat Pack
In 2013 members of the Group were invited to photograph the Rat Pack show at the Civic Hall Stratford.
Very difficult lighting conditions meant that it was a challenging event for the attendees.

This year, due to a leaky roof, the show was moved to the Courtyard and the difference was amazing.
Gone were the harsh blue and red spotlights and in was a more even lighting with very well controlled
use of (mainly neutral) spotlights. The audience was restricted to the stalls whilst we had free range of the
whole of the circle and shooting down on the stage was a very good experience. Shots were generally
taken at 70400 mm with pretty high ISO to freeze movement (dancers move very fast when they are
doing leg kicks!).

A two hour show and an estimated 1500 shots taken by the three of us. Lots of editing to be done
afterwards but a very enjoyable evening especially given that it was free.

The Rat Pack will probably be back next year but almost certainly they will return to the Civic Hall
which is a shame but it is a photographic experience not to be missed.

John Harding

Niro Perera
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External Events until the end ofMay
Mid to end April  the Blossom trail around Evesham and Pershore. Normally best at sunrise and sunset.
http://www.wychavon.gov.uk/cms/leisure-and-culture/tourism-and-travel/what-to-see-and-

do/blossom-trail.aspx

27th April  the Fritillary Festival Ducklington Oxfordshire. One for the nature (and Morris dancers)
lovers.
http://www.ducklingtonchurch.org.uk/fritillary/fritillary-sunday-2014/

18th - 30th April  Sand sculpture festival. WestonSuperMare. No need to take a bucket and spade,
camera is all you need.
http://www.westonsandsculpture.co.uk/

20th April 27th Weston Park Transport Show
http://www.weston-park.com/events/transport-show-1

21st April  Hyde Park. 42 gun salute for the Queen's birthday. Lots of canons, horses and bright
uniforms. But also consider 10th June when 124 gun salute takes place at the Tower of London.
http://www.royal.gov.uk/RoyalEventsandCeremonies/GunSalutes/Gunsalutes.aspx

21st April  Strange people do strange things in the name of tradition at Hallaton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bottle-kicking

26th April onwards StratforduponAvon literary Festival. Great guest authors who will usually allow
photos during their book signings (for those of a certain generation, Ray Davies of the Kinks is one of
the speakers).
http://www.stratfordliteraryfestival.co.uk/news/events-and-speakers-for-the-2014-festival

26th and 27th April Prescott Hill, Gotherington, Cheltenham, Glos. Fast and furious hill climbing. Take
your ear protectors.
http://www.prescott-hillclimb.com/april2011.aspx

23rd to 27th April. A lot happening in Stratford for Shakespeare's 450th birthday (lot of candles to be
blown out). Promises to be the biggest festival Stratford has ever held (and will probably only be
surpassed by his 500th birthday bash). Local press is usually best source of information. For the birthday
parade, Bridge Street is the best place for photographs but much to do after the parade all over the town.
Lady Godiva amongst others will be around.
http://www.shakespearesbirthday.org.uk/?page_id=383

26/27 April  Wartime in the Cotswolds,Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway. Only air raids will stop
this event from taking place. On the Sunday there should be a Spitfire flying over.
http://www.gwsr.com/planning-your-visit/2014-events-calendar/wartime-in-the-cotswolds.aspx

26-27 April  Miniature Steam Weekend Battlefield Line,Market Bosworth
http://www.battlefield-line-railway.co.uk/



Page 7Issue 1April 2014

29th April Hungerford Berkshire. This is England at perhaps it's most bizarre. Limited photo
opportunities normally but worth attending to see just how strange country life can be.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hocktide

10th and 11th May. National Mills weekend. Good opportunity to see some mills which are normally
not open to the public.
http://www.nationalmillsweekend.co.uk/index.htm

17th and 18th Bidford on Avon Steam Rally. Not much information available.
http://bidfordvintagegathering.co.uk/2014_Show_Information.php

17-18 May  Classic & Vintage Vehicle Fest Loughborough Central Station
http://www.goleicestershire.com/thedms.aspx?dms=3&feature=5018&venue=2500091&easi=true&

groupid=1&catid=78

25th and 26th May Classic Cars Radley Hall. Large number of classic and kit cars on show.
http://classicshowsuk.co.uk/carshoweventsinformation/carshow_date.asp?id=30

3rd to 5th May Tug boats at the Black Country Living Museum Dudley. May pole dancing will also take
place so if you're after real excitement in your life here is where to go!
http://www.bclm.co.uk/events/tug-boat-gathering/1085.htm#.Uz Qd6h_ua8

3rd to 5th May. Historic transport (plus Daleks). Rushden Northants.
http://www.cavalcade.org.uk/

4th and 5th May. Stratford Motoring Festival. Good fun last year with some great photographic
opportunities.
http://www.theopenroad.co.uk/Stratford-Festival-of-Motoring

30th May. Cotswold Olimpick Games Chipping Campden. Another attempt to prove to the world that
the English are eccentric madmen. Events includes the (in)famous shin kicking competition.
http://www.olimpickgames.com/home

2nd May to 13th September Abingdon County Hall Museum. An exhibition of Dave Buckland's
(mainly) HDR photographs of Abingdon. Free entry to SPG members (true for everybody really but it
makes it sound as if there is a bargain to be had).
http://www.abingdon.gov.uk/high-dynamic-range-photos-abingdon
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Merit Competition 20132014
Despite reducing the number of permitted entries from four to three the latest Merit competition proved to
be the most popular ever with 389 entries being submitted in total this year. All of the judges commented
on what a high standard the novice section had set in both prints and dpi.

Final results after the three legs were as follows:

Advanced print

Joint first  Cliff Armstrong and Dick Prior
Joint third  John Harding and Phil Welch

Advanced dpi

First  John Harding
Second  Heather Woods
Third  Eric Wallbank

 ovice print

First  Steve Frazer
Second  Mary Kirkby
Third  David Howard

 ovice dpi

Joint First  Mary Kirkby and David Howard
Third  Andrew Dow

Steve, Mary and David have all been invited to take part in the Advanced section competitions next year.

All three Merit evenings went on until past eleven o'clock which is felt to be too late especially for the
judges who may have travelled some distance. A new format is being considered for the competition and
this will be discussed in the AGM.

Heather Woods
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A Joke

St Peter and Lucifer were at the gates admiring the clouds when the subject got on to photography. They
couldn’t agree whether Heaven or Hell had the best photographers so they decided to arrange a photo
contest.St Peter rubbed his hands with glee and Lucifer demanded to know why he was looking so smug.
“Well,” said St Peter, “in Heaven we have all the best photographers”
Lucifer slowly raised his head, grinned and replied “Ah, but we have all the judges…”

Some of the panel submitted by

Stewart Band for his LRPS
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Royal Photographic Society Distinctions

What are the benefits of doing it?

The LRPS was introduced by the RPS in the mid 1970's to encourage club photographers to attain
a recognised standard which would serve as building block to those aspiring to attain the coveted
ARPS.

Today 3,420 RPS members hold the LRPS Distinction, 2,313 the ARPS and 663 FRPS. The LRPS is
regarded as the hallmark of a competent photographer who has sufficient vision and technical ability to
create excellent images in a variety of situations and lighting contexts.

Submissions can be, a panel of 10 prints, a set of 10 DPI's, or a book with 20 images. The images have
to be a cohesive set but subject matter does not have to be related.

Judging is held 56 times per year at various locations. Adjudication is carried out by a panel of 56
respected judges who will preview the individual images prior to assessing the panel as a whole. They
are looking for images that are compositionally attractive, correctly exposed, sharp, printed
competently, and mounted sympathetically. One poor image will cause rejection of the panel.

It is a good idea when considering entry to show your work to someone who has knowledge of the
standard and process, and can provide useful feedback. The RPS hold a series of advisory days in the
various regions where such feedback can be obtained.

The cost of entering is currently £55 for RPS member s and £65 for non members . Full details are
available on the RPS website www.rps.org

I gained my LRPS in 2005 with a panel of 10 monochrome darkroom produced images. Beforehand I
had my intended selection previewed by John Wells FRPS who suggested some changes and
reprinting of substandard images. I attended the adjudication at the University of Westminster at Harrow
on the Hill one Sunday morning amidst an audience of 100150 participants and their families. Having
seen several good panels "go down" I began to get the wind up! My panel was the last to be reviewed
before lunch  they almost forgot to say that I had passed , I had to remind them
 I think their minds were already on the first course!

My advice to anyone interested is  go for it!  doing it will raise your game and ultimately self
confidence. It will force you to become self critical and improve your methodology and you can wear a
little metal badge that says LRPS  if you dare!

Stewart (please ask to see my badge) Band LRPS

Thanks very much to Stewart for that article which contains some useful information. If you would like
to contribute something, please send it to amersfoort7@gmail.com and we will publish it as soon as
possible.
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Possible Field trips

We are considering having some field trips during the remainder of the year. Current ideas from Jenny
Wren are as follows:

Various London Trips could be done depending on peoples tastes such as:

City of London including Tower Bridge
Tower of London (Not going in, more a passing photo opportunity)
City Hall
The Shard
Lloyds of London
Borough Market  food market  colourful, vibrant, interesting
St Katherines Dock

All of these are within walking distance of one another and a few could be picked to do on the day
depending on peoples preferences

London at  ight Leicester Square/China Town
The London Eye
Houses of Parliament
St Pauls
Millenium Bridge
Tower Bridge
Thames

London Markets Brick Lane and Commercial Road
Portobello
Camden
Borough
Note that a lot of markets request passes to shoot on their sites

Kilder Water This is supposed to be one of the best places in our country for star trails
as there is no light pollution

As well as this it is a stunning place in its own right complete with Dam
and osprey centre www.visitkielder.com

S&D Falconry Ive worked with these before and Im happy to approach again as they are
always looking for good pictures for their site and happy to fly and chat about their birds

Stratford Races There first race of the season was last weekend  normally after the first
race is run it is free to enter and makes for challenging photography (there are plenty of photo
opportunities

along the Greenway as well)

Whitby Goth Festival This year falls over the Halloween weekend
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Gay Pride First weekend in August

Bluebells Various places do walks during the short bluebell season

Oversley Woods Lots of opportunities here and last year had an abundance of bluebells

Zombie Walk Sometime in September  This gets bigger every year with a few
thousand last year from tiny tots to retired dressing up as zombies for
a party and walking through the city centre to terrorise the locals. All
money raised from this event goes to Birmingham Hospital.
This starts out from the gardens by Birmingham Library

If you would be interested in taking part of any of these, please contact Jenny Wren and she will see what
can be arranged.

Inner Wheel
On Saturday 5th April the Inner Wheel organisation celebrated its 80th birthday with a festival at the
Memorial Hall in Shottery. The Photo Group had a stall showing a large number of members' prints on
the theme "wheels". A lot of visitors attended the festival and a number of club information flyers were
taken away so perhaps we will get some new members as a result.

Thanks to all the members who came along to see our display. To those who didn't come: you missed
some fantastic home made fruit cake!

Andrew Dow

Fred Reeve

Cliff Armstrong
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Recently received information

65th Midland Salon
of

International Photography

I am pleased to announce that the Midland Salon is now open for receipt of entries.

We have been accorded patronage by:

PSA  PID (Colour & Monochrome); PPD; & ND
FIAP  2014/211

UPI  L140008M6G6S
RPS  2014/27

There are 2 sections for prints and 4 sections for PDI’s. With a quantity of Highly Commendeds to be
decided at selection, there will be around 300 Awards.

Please visit http://www.midland-salon.com to see the Rules and to make your online entry.

Good luck

Peter A Young CPAGB AFIAP APAGB
Chairman

Malcolm Ranieri

Dick PriorDavid Howard




