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Introduction

What's on in January/February
The season is now in full flow and the programme until the end of the year can be found at
http://www.stratfordphotographic.org.uk/programme.html but to save you a bit of time here is what
is on until end February:

27th January  Moving well beyond auto by Bob BrindSurch (see later article for more information).

February 10th  Merit 3 prints

February 17th  Merit 3 dpis

February 24th  Personal Identity Transition from Camera Club to Master of Arts Photographer by –
Brian Swinyard ARPS, DPAGB, EFIAP/b (see later for more information about Brian)

Best wishes for a great New Year.

I've decided to spend more time on B&W photography this year. To this end I have signed up for a
course at the V&A during February and March. I'll provide feedback once I have completed the
programme.

Photograph kindly contributed by Andrew Dow
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Moving well beyond auto

Bob BrindSurch is a well known wildlife photographer who runs workshops in the UK and also
arranges tours to East Africa.

On the 27th January he will be a guest of the SPG and will be presenting a talk entitled "Moving well
beyond auto". Here is part of what he says about this presentation:

"In this talk I will first take you through the basic controls which haven’t changed much since I picked
up my very first camera. I will then explore how the processors inside our cameras can
assist us if we work with them but yet still remain the master. I will offer some new thoughts and new
approaches to both the absolute beginner and also the more experienced shooter.".

Here is some feedback from when he gave this talk at Kettering Camera Club in September 2014 :

"Wonderful KCC meeting last night – excellent as a start to the new season. He obviously knew his stuff
from handson experience, and could present it in the most digestible format. But then he is an
experienced teacher, and understands the need to present material in a variety of ways to the benefit of
most audience members. Thank you".

There will be charge of £2 for entry on this evening and a very exciting raffle (if you would like to
donate a prize please let me know).

Brian Swinyard

Brian is a member of the Royal Photographic Society (RPS), Photographic Society of America (PSA),
Bureau of Freelance Photographers (BFP), London Independent Photography (LIP), InScape,
SchoolOfPhotography.com (SOP), Cheltenham Camera Club, Gloucester Camera Club and Smethwick
Photographic Society.

Approximately 1500 of his images have been accepted (some Medal winners) in National & International
Exhibitions & Salons in Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Caribbean, China, Croatia, Cyprus,
Denmark, England, France, Germany, Holland, Hong Kong, India, Ireland, Italy, Luxemburg,
Macedonia, Portugal, Qatar, Scotland, Serbia, Singapore, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden,
Ukraine, USA and Wales. His work has been published in InHouse and Photography Magazines and
Journals.

A note for your diary

On March 17th the renowned photographer Leigh Preston will be speaking at the club. He will give a
talk entitled "Is this it?  Observational/street photography". This is a nottobemissed event. Make sure
you are there.
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MALCOLM'S TREASURE HU�T 2014/15 SEASO�

Here are the subjects for the Treasure Hunt which will be held on May 27th. Start getting your pictures
together. Remember it is supposed to be light hearted.

Subjects any interpretation accepted, but must resemble the subject. On a disc or memory stick. Please,
no prints.

1.WATER

2.RUNNING/CYCLING

3.TRANSPORT ANCIENT or MODERN

4.ARCHITECTURE

5.MAN/WOMAN (or plural) AT WORK

6.AUTUMN

7.FAUNA

8.RIVER/SEASCAPE

There will be a wonderful prize for the winner of the competition. At least, that's what the committe have
told me to say!

Here is my entry in the transport section which I have titled "Malcolm's bike".
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My Favourite Lens(es)

I have two lenses which I use more than any others,and these are the Canon 24  105 Zoom F4L
and a Sigma 24  70 Zoom F2.8 DG HSM (what those stand for I have no idea). The reason is that
on my Canon 7D, which is not a fullframe camera, I find the focal range(1.6) of approx 35mm to
180mm very useful, flexible and immediate when I am covering events for the magazines and of
course at the lineside with my railway photography.This lens has been called the Canon 'standard'
lens as it is used universally, and results I have achieved bear that out, it's sharp right through the
range and is adequate in low light.

The Sigma was bought basically because the equivalent Canon F2.8 24  70 is very expensive (ca £1300
for the Canon compared with about £370 for the Sigma) and the reviews I had seen for the top Sigma lens
were very good with phrases like "why buy the Canon and Nikon versions when this lens delivers the
same performance"? There is no doubt that of the propriety lens makers, Sigma are producing some good
stuff followed by Tamron and this is borne out by independent reviews. I use this lens almost exclusively
on my fullframe Canon 6D and it is delivering very good results, again sharp right through the range and
as it is a F2.8 lowlight work is not a problem. In my view an excellent portrait lens.

I have recently bought a Canon 50mm F1.4 'standard' lens for use with the 6D but haven't tested
it in anger (or destruction) although it comes highly recommended.

Malcolm Ranieri
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If you have a favourite lens(es) which you would like to write about please let me know and I would be
delighted to feature it.

The next issue of the newsletter will be out at the start of March.

Questions

Do you have any questions about any aspect of photography which you would liked answered? Send them
to me (amersfoort7@gmail.com) and I will contact the appropriate expert in the club to provide an
answer. Any questions will be replied to in the next newsletter and there is no need to be shy. The name
of the questioner will not be given.
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A Week of photographic indulgence in central France

As members of SPG we can offer you an opportunity to immerse yourself in photography in the
picturesque Limousin region of Central France. The area around Montlucon has old towns, villages,
hamlets and ruined chateaux within the wooded rolling countryside of the Creuse and Allier Departments.
Whether you are a novice or already an experienced photographer  get inspired and drive your
photography to the next level. You will have the opportunity to photograph, landscape, nature,
architecture, church interiors, street photography and star trails.
The week starts on Saturday in June 2015 (exact week TBC)
Accommodation is provided at a gite owned by Rob Shaw. Full details can be found on the following
link: http://www.visitfrance.co.uk/accommodation.cfm?i=5946

Day 1
Travelling from UK to 6 le Puy Japin, arriving early evening. Evening meal and briefing for the week.

Day 2
Visit Local towns of Evaux les Bains and ChambonsurVouieze. Picnic or lunch at local café/bakers.
Visit the Suspension bridge and remote medieval Chapel of St.Radegonde with panoramic views of the
valley and surrounding woodland. Return to Le Puy Japin for evening meal. Night time photography.
Take pictures of star trails (conditions permitting) and/or painting with light. Review of images from the
day. Introduction to using camera RAW for processing.

Day 3
OradoursurGlane. Drive to the village which was the site of the murder of 642 men, women and
children by members of the SS ‘Das Reich’ division 10 June 1944. Preserved in the state it was left.
Lunch in local Café. Return to gite for meal. Evening session, review of work and Photoshop tutorial.

Day 4
Visit Montlucon, walk around the old city centre with the old church of Notre Dame, St Pierre and
St.Anne, climb the hill to the Chateaux of the medieval Dukes of Bourbon (now a museum of folk music)
and enjoy panoramic views of the city and its intimate narrow streets of the old town. Lunch at local café.
In the afternoon visit Herrison in the beautiful valley of the Aumance, a medieval town with picturesque
houses and ruined castle. Continue to nearby village of Chateloy to look at the ancient church with
spectacular frescos and interesting graveyard. Return to gite for evening meal and review session.

Day 5
Etang des Landes. Tranquil rural scenery around the nature reserve of the Etang des Landes.
Opportunities to photograph the herons and egrets that nest here as well the scenery and old deserted farm
buildings. Opportunity for a long walk around the lake. Return to gite around lunchtime and enjoy the
rest of the day as you wish. Evening meal at gite.

Day 6
Visit the town of Aubusson, famous for its tapestry making. Opportunities to photograph the tapestry
makers, interesting buildings and bridges as well as lots of street photography. Lunch in cafe and on to
visit Felletin with interesting church. Return to gite for evening meal and review session.
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Day 7
Visit the City of Moulins with cathederal and church, interesting market, and excellent street
photography. Lunch in local cafe or Pizza restaurant. Return to gite for meal and review session.

Day 8
Return to UK

The above itinerary may be subject to variation depending on weather, local events and unforeseen
circumstances.
The cost of the week is £600 each person. The accommodation will sleep a max of 4 people. One twin
room, one bunk room and a room with a double bed suitable for one person or a couple sharing. The cost
stated is based on 4 people and may be subject to fluctuation if less than 4 attend. Self service breakfast
and evening meal and accommodation. Tuition provided by Dick Prior ARPS BPE5 AFIAP. Guidance
will also be available during the days out shooting. Snacks and drinks will also be provided during the
days out. Any lunches, alcohol and transport is not included.

What's on around Britain?

31st January and 1st February Somerset Tractor Show. About 200 tractors on show ranging from early
models to the latest equipment for farms.
http://somersettractorshow.com/

7th and 8th February The Bath & West Show Ground, Shepton Mallet, Somerset.
10am5pm. 100's of club, trade, autojumble and private displays all to
do with classic motorbikes. Events are indoors.
http://www.classicbikeshows.com/event/34th-carole-nash-bristol-

classic-motorcycle-show/

14th and 15th February Guildhall, Worcester. 10am4pm. In total at 3 venues within
Worcester there will be 17th century Living History Displays
including camps with soldiers doing, pike, musket and canon drill
and firing displays, crafts etc.
http://www.visitworcestershire.org/Worcester-Living-History-

Weekend/details/?dms=3&feature=1018&venue=1392840

14th February Valentines Day. Forget your camera and take your partner out
somewhere.

14th to 22nd February Jorvik Viking Festival York. Many events and activities over 5 days
including battle reenactments and a Viking market.
http://jorvik-viking-centre.co.uk/festivals/

19th February Chinese New year. The year of the Sheep starts. Many events over
Britain but the most local takes place in Birmingham on 22nd
February.
http://www.cnybirmingham.org.uk/
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Congratulations to Andrew

Andrew Dow was recently announced as the winner of a Stratford Herald photographic competition.
With a shot entitled "Stratford explodes in a maelstrom of festive light, colour and crowds" Andrew
wowed the judges. The shot will be used in future campaigns to promote Stratford over Christmas.




