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John Harding RIP

Photograph kindly contributed by Phil Welch

John died suddenly at his home on 3rd May 2015 aged 66. His funeral will take place at the Banbury
Crematorium on Monday 18th May at 14:00 hrs.

John will be remembered as an outstanding photographer who won many, many awards and had
countless exhibition successes but much more than this he was a wonderfully nice guy who was always
ready to offer help and assistance whenever asked. He will be much missed by the club and all his
friends.

I guess we all have our own opinion about which of his shots we liked the most but a few of my
favourites are shown below.
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Thanks for all the memories John.
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The Rat Pack

On Sunday 3rd May a group of us (Chris Roberts, Irene Jutton and myself) went to shoot at the Rat Pack
show at the Arts Centre in Stratford. There was a good audience for the show but we were free to move
around the sides and back of the hall throughout the entire presentation so there was a lot of variety in the
pictures. There were very difficult lighting conditions with the colours continually changing from blue to
green and then red with spots coming in at various times. I was mainly shooting at 1/180 of a second
with auto ISO (which turned out to be 6400 even at F2.8). After the show we took shots of the audience
having their programmes autographed by the singers.

We all enjoyed the experience a lot but I for one have decided that concert shooting is not something I
want to get into any more. It was nice to slip in to the One Elm on the way home and have a couple of
pints!

Chris Roberts
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Dave Buckland

Irene Jutton
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Saving Money

With monthly photography magazines costing £56 each and weekly magazines costing ~£3, it's easy to
clock up a bill of several hundred pounds a year. Add in a selection of other magazines and it soon gets
into the territory of a new lens or camera body.

However, if you have a Warwickshire library card you can get access to a number of eMagazines free.

Follow this link for details: http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/ebooks

The service is provided by Zinio ( a subscription based service) which provides a limited selection of
magazines for Warwickshire library members for free. At the moment Amateur Photographer, Digital
Camera World and Digital SLR Photography are all available. There are also a selection of Sport,
Fishing, Cooking, PC/Mac, Current Affairs, Fitness and even Steam Trains, amongst others! All you
need is your library card (and library number) and a Zinio account which you can create when you
download your first eMagazine. There is even a Help Line if you have trouble setting it up.

Warwickshire Libraries also offers an eBooks, eAudio and eNewspaper service from different service
providers.

Having saved money on magazines, you can then use it for your next equipment purchase! To find the
best price there is a photography price comparison website.

This is the web link: http://www.camerapricebuster.co.uk/

The site is run by a professional photographer and allows you to find the best UK price (i.e. not Grey
imports) for photography equipment from a wide range of suppliers.

If you register with them, you can set up Watchlists of specific items you want to track the price of.
When you login these items will be shown, with the best price, any price movement and seller's website.
It will also provide the Current Price, Best Ever Price and Best Price for the last 90 days. Even if you
don't purchase from the "cheapest" seller, you can use the price in your negotiations.

Many thanks to Peter Gilbert for this article.

Does anybody have other tips for saving money in photography? If so, please let me know and I will add
them to future newsletters.
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Birmingham Canals

A very enjoyable day out was experienced by club members recently exploring and photographing the
canals of Birmingham. We set out from Stratford train station at the unearthly time of 08:26 under grey
skies but 10 minutes before arriving at Snow Hill the sun came out and it remained that way for the rest
of the day.

It was the first time I had been along the canals in Birmingham and I was seriously impressed. Real
industrial canals which could probably take four narrow boats at the same time. Wonderful graffiti all
over the place but, to my eye, nothing that could actually be read!

Some great photographs were taken a selection of which can be seen at
http://www.stratfordphotographic.org.uk/morecanalsthanvenice

Steam Train Shots

In the L&LPS Exhibition Andrew Leask had 6 Open DPI's with one Commended plus 2 Sport DPI's.
Malcolm Ranieri had 5 Colour Prints in the Open Section accepted, 4 Mono Prints and 4 Sport Prints
accepted. His moment of glory was in the Great Central Railway Prints Section where he had 5 accepted,
being First and the David Clarke Trophy winner plus one HC and a Commended. In the GCR DPI's he
had 5 accepted. Shown below is the Dave Clarke Trophy winner.
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SPG Successes in Photofolio 2015

We entered 15 pdi’s and had 5 accepted (33%). We entered 15 colour prints and had 9 accepted (60%)
and 15 Mono prints with 4 acceptances (27%). Overall a 40% acceptance rate is an outstanding result
against a probable average in the region of 2530%. This shows that the results of the MCPF
Championships and Midphot were not flukes. We are an outstanding club for colour prints. It is fitting
that John Harding’s last act for the club was to gain a Certificate of Merit. Consequently ‘In
Remembrance’ will form part of the MCPF Travelling Portfolio and will visit most of the Midland’s
clubs next season.

John Harding:
Clay Pipe (12) pdi
In Remembrance (14) Colour Print Certificate of Merit

Mary Kirkby:
Lioness With Playful Cubs (12) Colour Print
Leopard With Oribi Kill (12) Colour Print
The Thinker – Zanzibar (12) Mono Print

Andrew Leask:
Wistful (12) pdi

Malcolm Ranieri:
Steam Sunset (12) pdi

Dick Prior
Peacock Dancers (12) pdi
A Boy and his Snake (12) Colour Print
Peacock Dance (12) Colour Print
Spirit of the Peacock Dance (13) Mono Print
Bird Fanciers (12) Mono Print

Doug Watson
Through The Glass Darkly (12) pdi
New Life (12) Colour Print
Wood Nymphs (12) Colour Print
Keep Behind Me (12) Colour Print

Phil Welch:
Old West (12) Colour Print

Cliff Armstrong
Night Pier (12) Mono Print
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What's on at the club?

The following events are scheduled until the end of the season:

26th May  Annual Cups competition

2nd June  Field Trip Ettington roundabout to shoot orchids

\9th June  AGM followed by awards for 20142015.

Malcolm's Treasure Hunt

A great evening despite having probably the worst judge in the history of the SPG. Any judge who does
not accept existentialism as a valid input into photography should be disqualified.

Joking aside, Russ Thomas was a very worthy winner on the night and received the splendid Malcolm
Ranieri Treasure Hunt Trophy which he will hopefully attempt to retain at next years competition.

Malcolm has already chosen the subjects for next years Treasure Hunt and they are given below so get
snapping soon.

1. DERELICTION (people, things, buildings)
2. CANAL SCENE
3. CITY/URBAN LANDSCAPE
4. WINTER (BRRR)  as wintery as possible
5. INSECT PORTRAIT (not too many spiders please)
6. CLASSIC CAR/LORRY/BUS/MOTORCYCLE
7. STEAM ON ROAD AND RAIL
8. SPORT IN ACTION  ALL SPORTS, EVEN INDOOR and of course FIELD OR TRACK.

Please note that pictures of Malcolm will not be accepted in category 1!

As always wide interpretation, though the image must have an element of the subject in it and its light
hearted also, humour always appreciated and will be judged as such. DPIs only, on a memory stick
please. The gold and silver trophy (please store in a safety deposit box) will be awarded to the winner
and held for one year.
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�ew Web Site

Our new web site is up and running and can be found at the old address:_
http://www.stratfordphotographic.org.uk/ and very good it looks as well.

Many thanks to Irene for initiating it, David Howard for populating it and also Peter Gilbert who will be
helping David keeping it uptodate.

Many, many thanks also to Andy Page who maintained the old site for several years after he ceased
being a member because we had nobody with the expertise to take over.




