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I have two major hobbies: DIY and Photography. 
Moving house is traumatic at the best of times, moving 80 odd miles during a pandemic to an 
unfamiliar place makes it no easier. The DIY came in very handy but after those projects were 
exhausted, I was looking for one related to photography and hit upon a statement on the RPS 
website: 
The Distinction ‘Licentiate of The Royal Photographic Society ’is the first level of the RPS’s 
Distinctions. The standard is high, but achievable for most dedicated photographers. 
OK, I thought, SPG has also just started having proper meetings, so I’ll do both. I’m a glutton. 
You might have noticed the totally unrelated pictures that I presented at meetings and the 
feedback was very valuable - you need feedback to overcome your attachment to your ‘babies’. 
Feedback was also sought from colleagues and photographers from previous clubs and at times 
being put through a wringer came to mind. 
Although you have to submit 10 images, from what I’ve seen, the 11th image, the Presentation 
Layout is the key. That is looked at first and like with most things the first 10 seconds bias any 
further judgement. I also decided on Print rather than Digital submission as I knew exactly what 
the assessors were able see and handle. I also couldn’t get my head round the Digital procedure or 
experience my images projected using a 4K projector onto a 3.6 meter screen. I’ve seen a Digital 
assessment on Zoom and it is, shall we say, ‘frighteningly thorough’. 
There is lots of information on distinctions, the key being the Requirements and Guidelines. Based 
on the assessment I saw, if you do not deliver on ALL that the booklet contains, even assuming 
otherwise excellent pictures, you will be resubmitting. You really do need someone with a 
pedantic, stickler for detail ability to review what you are about to submit, while you are ticking 
ALL the points in the document.  
A one-to-one session is also essential, I believe. Having someone, likely to be an actual assessor, to 
comment and scrutinise your proposed submission is goodness. I’m used to individual photos, less 
so a portfolio of 10 or curating them into a harmonious whole, so had to rethink 3 very good 
pictures in a big way. One of them resulted in purchasing an orchid and using a macro lens with 
extension tube in late afternoon sunlight to produce a stacked image from 35 exposures. But I like 
my latest baby, born just a week before submission deadline. 
I attended the actual assessment and some people failed because of print quality and mounting 
issues. All but one of my pictures was printed on A4+ (A3+ cut in half) as I wanted a non standard 
size to stand out and small enough to limit nit picking. The 50x40 mount was displayed in portrait 
format, the window being cut so the image centres aligned along the row: ie only the top 40 of the 
50 cm was used. This arrangement took ages to come up with and resulted in quite a lot of wasted 
board but did look good. 
So, I’m an LRPS, what does it mean? For me, the letters count less than the journey, although it is 
a good feeling that 6 RPS assessors also approved my pictures. The journey certainly ironed out a 
lot of the sloppiness that I was developing, made me look more objectively and dispassionately at 
my babies and concentrated my mind on just getting the essentials into a photo. I don’t want to 
keep up the intensity, but I hope that I have developed good habits which will continue at a slower 
pace for some time to come. 
Would I recommend that you go for it ? CERTAINLY. 
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